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Name: ______________________________________ 						( _____ / 22 marks) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Although you may be totally against gender stereotyping, you could still be affected by it from time to time. If you found out that a friend of yours is expecting a baby and it is a boy, would you buy blue clothes for him? Who says that boys must have blue clothes? This is one of the most common stereotypes. In the same time a lot of people think that it is the man who should ask a woman out on a date. But why shouldn’t you be looking for tips for asking a guy out? Most people are open-minded in our days and they don’t care about the traditional stereotypes anymore.
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So, which are the traditional gender roles and how do they affect your relationship? Is there anything you have to keep an eye out for?
1. The breadwinner and the provider of the family
For sure you have heard that the man is supposed to bring the money home. He has to work for their family while the woman is supposed to stay home. However, the gender roles have changed in the moment when women started working and building a career for themselves. They can make just as much money or even more than their partners. Although this is something that men should be happy about, in some cases it could cause trouble in the family. As the breadwinner, men had a certain status in the family and in society and this has been taken from them.
The women role in society has changed as well and many of them are more focused on their career than on raising a family. This is something that some men find difficult to accept. They may also feel threatened by a woman who makes more money than them. This is because they might feel like their manliness is taken from them. If you notice problems of this kind in your relationship, make sure to discuss them with your partner.

2. Controls the relationship and everything else
When thinking about traditional gender roles in marriage, for sure you have heard the expression “the head of the family”. Since men have been the head of the family, they had the power to make all the decisions and control the relationship. Traditionally women’s role has been a more submissive one. Nowadays, however, the situation has shifted and it is common for women to make some of the decisions, especially when it comes to money. Nonetheless, in order to have a balanced relationship, it is best for the decisions to be made by both partners. Again, since this is a role that has been taken by men, in some cases they might not agree with the woman having a word to say in the relationship. Like it or not, women are demanding a change in the women role and they are willing to take more responsibility. If you are an independent person, most probably you can’t accept other people making decisions for you and this might lead to arguments in your relationship.

3. Dominance over the relationship
This one of the examples of traditional gender roles is closely related to the man being in control of the relationship. As it has been mentioned before, in the past the man has been the dominant party in the relationship while the woman has been the submissive one. While the same structure might be found in numerous relationships, more and more women get fed up with this woman role. They leave their old relationships behind in search for a new one in which they would be an equal party. As open minded as they might be, some men still have some episodes when they think they should be the dominant party. This usually leads to arguments as women don’t want to give up their new found power. The best thing you could do is to talk things through and reach a compromise. You should give up some of your dominance and so should he.

4. The nurturer of the family
Most probably your grandmother or great-grandmother has been a stay at home mom. She took care of the children, looked after the household, and took care of her husband. Although this can be a rewarding role, most modern women wish to shift away from these traditional gender roles in America and they want to have a more active life from a professional point of view. This is why it is common for women not to have children so they can focus on their career. The more traditional people might judge these women, but let’s not forget it’s their life. If you come to think of it, it is not fair for the woman to care for the family alone. If she has a career, just like her husband, it would be only fair for the two of them to share the chores. However, the truth is that most men feel like it’s not their duty to do household chores and this could lead to numerous arguments. Women might feel like they are working two shifts to perform at their job and to keep their home clean.

5. Masculinity and femininity – all the traditional aspects
There are numerous gender issues in society and one of the most common one is what the two genders should look like. People expect women to have long hair, feminine traits, and wear dresses or skirts. On the other hand men are supposed to have short hair and wear trousers. But what happens when the two worlds collide? What if women wear pants and men have long hair? While such an idea has been considered preposterous in the past, luckily in our days these are accepted.  Still, there are some men who consider their female ideal a woman having long hair and wearing dresses with heels. While there are some women who feel comfortable that way, it isn’t fair to expect it from all women. This one of the stereotypes of gender is meant to limit personal development as people can’t express their personality through their looks.

6. Gender differences will always be the same
Regardless of how much society develops and how much freedom people have, there will always be some gender differences that might determine the non-traditional gender roles. It is a known fact that girls develop faster and they reach maturity sooner than boys. On the other hand, men will always be physically more powerful than women, because they are genetically programmed to protect women. In the same time they will have greater chances of suffering from developmental disorders, genetic defects, and they are more prone to malnutrition. Boys are also more physically active than girls.While men have more physical strength, women are stronger from an emotional point of view and they also have a higher emotional IQ. It is easier for them to have intimate friends. Men usually have pals, but they don’t share intimate information with them.Questions
1. what are the authors 6 main points about gender and relationships? (6 marks) 
2. Find two things that you agree with and two things that you disagree with. Explain. (8 marks) 
3. Think about your own values and relationship expectations when it comes to gender division of responsibilities in relationships. Are there certain expectations that you have for your partner and their behaviour? (4 marks) 
4. How important do you think it is to talk about gender expectations when deciding to commit in a relationship? Explain your opinion. (4 marks)


image1.jpeg




