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Preface

The Windsor-Detroit border has a long,
storied history. Human migration has
formed distinct patterns that continue to
impact the development of the region.
Downtown Border Peogle Is the product
of insatiable curiosity about true nature of
human connection. We strive to expose
the current state of emotional and physi-
cal relations between the populations of
the two urban centres. By initiating a bor-
der-centric conversation in both down-
town centres, w



Origins

The central ideology behind this
project is our own diverse interactions
with the United States as Canadians

each raised in a different region of the
country.

Natalie is from Moncton, New Brunswick.
Amelia is from Amherstburg, Ontario.
Finn is from Winnipeg, Manitoba.

We are fascinated by the spectrum of
influence of American culture on Ca-
nadian, and vice versa. Each of us has
been influenced to a different degree
by living near a border. Our intent is to
investigate the broader effects of living
in the Windsor-Detroit border culture.



Curatorial Stateme_nt
Natalie

This project grew out of an interest in exploring the
contemporary human experience of the border.
Coming from another part of Canada and never
having lived in close proximity to an internation-
al border | have found the disinterest that | have
observed from Windsorites to explore the intri-
cacies of Detroit and vice versa to be peculiar. |
am particularly interested in the exploration of
popular misconceptions within this projectas |
believe they are something we are all fed from dif-
ferent sources as part of our inherent connection
with Detroit. | am already aware of some of these
more obvious misconceptions and | am interest-
ed to see if the same types of response will come
from engaging with a wider pool of people (i.e the
downtown city dweller). This project has helped
to contextualize the everyday border experience
by making us aware as observers of people’s ap-
prehensions about ‘the other side’ regardiess of
whichever side that may include.



Curato_rial Statement
Amelia

Detroit and Windsor have always had a
connection. Since the two cities were founded,
people have crossed as if it was one nation. For
many years, people have had families on both
sides, sharing commonalities. Today, Windsor is
considered to be “Americanized.” In reference to
Canadian stereotypes, we speak, act, and even
look like Americans. We are heavily influenced
through broadcast media. Windsorites seem to
identify more closely with American radio and
television. Perhaps most Windsorites favour the
Detroit Red Wings over the Toronto Maple Leafs,
or the Detroit Pistons over the Raptors, but does
that really make us “Americanized?”



Curatorial Statement
Finn

Canadians have long-suffered from a debilitat-
ing inferiority complex due to geographic prox-
imity to the United States. Our identity has been
shaped solely by how we relate to our neigh-
bouring nation: we are stereotyped as polite by
virtue of living beside a dominant, outlandish
country. In traveling the world and discussing
this two-state relationship, | have determined
that most nations are associated with and com-
pare themselves to their nearest relative. Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, for instance, behave
much as Canada and the United States do. New
Zealanders frequently find themselves dimin-
ished by Australia. Rarely does Canada or New
Zealand’s national identity stand alone without
its impressive neighbour. By the same token, |
have learned throughout this project that Cana-
da identifies itself not by what it is, but by what
the United States is not. Comparing Canada to

the United States is much like comparing
apples to oranges, but we do it anyway.






Interviews

We asked Windsorites and Detroiters in
each downtown a series of border-
centric questions. Our questions were
not specific to either downtown or
nationality. Our questions were designed
to provoke answers that would offer
insight into the human connections
formed by living in an international
setting. Our research is strictly observa-
tional and is not assumed to be a
statistical benchmark, but rather an
anthropological examination.

Each page features one American and
one Canadian downtown border person,
displayed without regional demarcations

In order preserve ambiguity.






“l used to go to Toronto all the
i itime to shop! Now we need a
passport or enhanced license - it’s
a lot of work. People from Windsor
come over here for work, but we
“go over there to play!”
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“We don’t visit Canada,
.except for the casino. We
work downtown but live
in the suburbs, so it’s a
hassle to go to Windsor.
Other than the border we
don’t really have much in
common.’
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“When | was growing up, my
- dad and | would always go
back and forth to the states.®
» We met a lot of people, you
know? | would go there to |
see shows all the time, |
i. " like lots of sll::ows.'*‘
'V h ev ing.”
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“Living on the border has definitely
affected me. If | had to pick a favourite
sports team I'd say the Detroit Pistons.
0, wait - The Toronto Raptors! When
it comes to weather, | would normally
use Celcius if it’s under 0 degrees, and
Fahrenheit if it’'s over 50.




“l got harassed last time | went over!
The guards pulled me in for no
reason. | mean, Windsor and

Detroit have been connected

since Prohibition!
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“When | did cross, it was in
_my younger years when | used
to have a party life. Windsor
doesn’t offer anything more
Rthan what | can get here in
Detroit, but Toronto is nice.”
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“I hear people in London,i®
Ontario have accents. We're"
" Americanized - we listen to

SWtheir radio, watch their TV} 3
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“Come help us fight!
Tell Mr. Obama that
your Canadian
minimum wage is
thigher! | think about
moving to

Canada a lot.”
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“l go over for shopping, but
‘not much else. | find Detroit’s
- Jdowntown intimidating, and

78l sometimes dangerous.”
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“We’re a lot safer here -

there’s so much crime

there. There are so man

Fangs over there. It just
ooks a lot different.

Ours is a lot nicer.”



B ‘What doK u caII that your
: ssport’? We have to take when =
l%o over. We go for bingoor: =
for stulf at the casino. The peOpIeE
seem less stressed over
there it's nlce 7
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“Canadians are mige¥
erceived as more 3
E=friendly but they're ==
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==just more passive. | &
gsused to play sports i
s&with Canadian guys E=
.and they were no &
=more polite than the &
Americans.”
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“It seems like there a lot
“Aless people living downtown
athere. | don’t go over there at
all. | haven’t been since




“We go through Canadato get *
_ to Boston - you can save time & -
that way. People from Windsor & e,
come here to work, but notthe /v = =
other way around. You make B e
more__mone over here o .~ 2T aals L P
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“Pve never bought a pair of
shoes in Windsor. | always
buy them in over there!
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“My daughter I|ves somewhere
down In the states, but | don’t visit
her I jUSt sit here and do this.”
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“My company offers us
cash incentives to live
downtown. | haven’t
heard much about that
happening in Windsor.”
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“You can’t smoke
inside in Canada,
so | go to the casino
there a lot. It feels
cleaner over there
and Canadians

are nicer.”



“There sa b| tlgma about
Downtown etroit, but it’s
much nicer than downtown
Windsor. It's newer. Over here
we’re Canadian, you know?
When people don't say thank

ou it grinds my gears.”
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“Man, you have to watch A
ourself over there. A\
t’s been like nineteen or | A®
tfwenty years since I've A} &=
been. | have friends in iy
Windsor from Detroit who
would rather stay here.”f]




——_d “Windsor has a greatis
’ nightlife - | go over all the
Stime! Detroit is vibrant, ™
but Windsor is a greatiss
lace to escape atter a
long week at work.”

R . aaiand



‘g

“People are moving back &
downtown in the hundreds.
Downtown is so lively right
now - everything we need is
\r,i\?ht here. | only go over to|

- Windsor for the nightlife.”’2
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“Living on the border
hasn’t affected my life.
Of course | have a
passport, but | don’t
o to the states at all.
t doesn’t interest me
much.”



“l always considered |t
normal to measure the
weather in Fahrenheit. |
| never really thought of

it as an American thing.
I'd say it’s about forty v
degrees today 7 Vo




#1“‘I'm from Toronto but I live inj--
i Detroit. It’s definitely morefgs
lively and diverse in Toronto. %4
| think that a lot of people go to
S

Windsor to party - it’s like an
Jlextension of Detroit.”
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“I have me a passport and criminal
record so | can’t cross anymore. |
was honest with them Canadians
about my record. | can trust them,
they’re my friends! 4 4 U




“You can’t take my picture,
I’'m a federal officer.”

“l used to work on the Mexican
border and now I'm in Detroit.
The view is a lot friendlier when
ou look from the office. The
relationship here is better than
any other border crossing.”



Findings

Based on our research we have found that a wide
array of popular misconceptions on each side

of the border have helped the border to maintain
its function as a dividinig line. These misconcep-
tions have consequently left the people of the
downtown borders feeling disconnected from
each other. By virtue of proximity, Windsor and
Detroit are intrinsically connected. The post 9/11
experience of border crossings has left people
on each side of the border feeling anxious about
the border experience. Neither population from
our ﬁool of participants makes much of an over-
all effort to dispel these myths. Consequently the
populations feel isolated from one and other in
our post 911 border societies. As a result the cit-
ies have inherited ‘personalities’, our participants
identified Windsor as a place of pleasure and re-
laxation and Detroit as a place of work. We have
observed through our research that most people
who used to make frequent border crossings 15-
20 years ago now avoid crossing at all due to the
recent post 9/11 developments at the border and
Increase in security.



Several participants agreed that Canadians are
perceived to be friendlier.’ Despite this, we found
that our Detroit participants were more willing to
engage in meaningful discussions about their city.
ch population has developed a distinct set of
popular misconceptions about the ‘sister’ city as

described by one of our participants. These po
ular misconceptions touched on topics of cleanli-
ness, safety, and an overall assumption of the atti-
tude of those from ‘the other side’. Often we found
these misconceptions to be conflicting. As an
example, we found participants from Detroit who
felt Windsor was the cleaner city, on the contrary
those from Windsor had similar feelings about
Detroit. We noted that these misconceptions are
often so heavily engrained in our populations that
neither population from our pool of participants
makes much of an overall effort to dispel these
myths. Consequently, the populations feel isolated
from one and other in our post 911 border societ-
ies. As a result the cities have inherited ‘personali-
ties:’ our participants identified Windsor as a place
of pleasure and relaxation while Detroit was
identified as a place of work.



